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Candida
Hofer’s

LIBRARIES
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Jorge Luis Borges once described the universe
as a library composed of an indefinite, perhaps
infinite number of hexagonal galleries.
Contemporary photographer Candida Hofer
presents another vision of libraries in her work:
she sees infinite order in this ‘universe.’ Even
when she points her camera at a seemingly
empty library space, her photographs capture
intricate traces of the people who have passed
through it, seeking perhaps to re-establish a

temporal-spacial order in the libraries.

text by Han Yeah-Joon
photos by Candida Hofer (provided by Kukje Gallery)
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“Archivo General de Indias Sevilla |” 2010, 200% 248 4cm © Candida Héfer, Koin / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn
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“I do not look through
the lens right away;

| walk into the space
and take a look around,
and then decide

what perspective to
photograph from.”
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“British Library London 1" 1994 ©@ Candida Héfer, Kbin / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn
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Interview Sources. Hong Kong Tatler/ Fondazione Bisazza
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“Herzogin Anne Amalia Bibliothek Weimar 11" 2004, 222x180cm ® Candida Hofer, Kéln / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn

“What interests me the most in ‘Lo S D= A2

the spaces | choose for my S710] O|F11 QU=
photographs, as for example AMCE

libraries, is the order: X2 2= HIO|S,

the order of the tables, the O|X}, 44Ht0| O|F 1 QU=
order of the chairs, the shelves NIZHZte| =AZF UL,

and the arrangement of books At 2{of| 240] =0|04

on each shelf.” AddEl= S92 Higo] U
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Photographer Candida
Hofer (born in Germany,
1944) takes interest
in the interiors of
public spaces and
brings out from them

a special sense of
beauty. This year, she
held a successful solo
exhibition at the State
Hermitage Museum in
Russia, presenting her
photographs of major
Russian buildings.
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